Homework 2-8-A

Rereading While Visualizing the Story

Remember in reading today, we tried to make pictures in our minds as we read. Remember how I read about the girl who walked step-by-step up to the school, then pulled open the big front door? Remember how I stopped at that point, and asked you to tell your partner exactly what you were picturing? You all pictured the girl pulling back the handle and drawing the door open. The details the author gave us about the steps up to the door, and the heaviness of the door really drew us to make those pictures. Some of you hadn’t pictured the school itself. You said, ‘It doesn’t say what the school looks like,’ and I told you that readers nevertheless draw on all the schools we’ve ever been to, using all we know to mentally paint pictures in our minds. Today you have learned that both readers and writers need to make movies in our minds. As you reread your drafts, are you able to mentally paint pictures in your mind of your story world? Where are those pictures strong in your draft? Where do they need work? Use that lens to guide your important revision work.

Homework 2-8-B

Envisioning to Revise Drafts

Your job tonight is to make a movie in your mind as you reread your draft. Writers do this important work to help them revise their pieces in ways that help readers picture what’s going on in the story. It’s just one way that writers keep their audience in mind as they write.

When you reread your draft, it may help to pretend that you’re reading it for the first time. Picture the story in your mind as you read it aloud. Notice places in your draft where it’s easy to make mental pictures, and notice places where it’s hard to get a picture in your mind. Revise the parts that need work.

Homework 2-8-C

Asking Readers to Envision to Guide Revision

Today we learned how important it is for writers to help their readers make pictures in their minds as they read. We learned how it helps to add details about characters, setting, and action to help readers make movies in their minds.

Tonight, read your draft to someone at home. Ask them to listen for places where they can really “see” what’s going on in the story and to listen for places where it’s hard for them to get a picture in their minds. Use their feedback to help you revise your draft tonight. 

