Homework 2-5-A

Collecting Details Related to the Seed Idea

Once we have decided on a seed idea, we need to be like magnets, collecting new details that pertain to our story. That’s what we heard in the drafts that some of you shared at the end of writing workshop. Mellora didn’t just write that she ran and kicked the ball. Instead she wrote, “Once I had decided how to kick the ball, I took four steps back, so I could take it from a run. I ran forwards. I put my toe under the ball by accident, but that was the best mistake I ever made….” Juliana didn’t just write that when she and her mom were in the bar, her mom introduced her to Chris. Instead she wrote, “…and there was a blond man with glasses wearing jeans and a sweater who stood up when we got close. ‘This is Chris,’ she said.” Khalid didn’t just write that he was scared riding down the hill. Instead he wrote, “I balanced on the bike with my feet. I looked down the long hill. Gulp! I swallowed hard. Camillo pushed me. The wind was blowing hard. I kept going into the dark night. Would I crash? I was kind of scared.” These are the kinds of details that make your stories come alive.” 

Homework 2-5-B

Collecting Details Related to the Seed Idea

Once we have decided on a seed idea, we need to be like magnets, collecting new details that pertain to our story. That’s what we heard in the drafts that some of you shared at the end of writing workshop. Mellora didn’t just write that she ran and kicked the ball. Instead she wrote, “Once I had decided how to kick the ball, I took four steps back, so I could take it from a run. I ran forwards. I put my toe under the ball by accident, but that was the best mistake I ever made….” Juliana didn’t just write that when she and her mom were in the bar, her mom introduced her to Chris. Instead she wrote, “…and there was a blond man with glasses wearing jeans and a sweater who stood up when we got close. ‘This is Chris,’ she said.” Khalid didn’t just write that he was scared riding down the hill. Instead he wrote, “I balanced on the bike with my feet. I looked down the long hill. Gulp! I swallowed hard. Camillo pushed me. The wind was blowing hard. I kept going into the dark night. Would I crash? I was kind of scared.” These are the kinds of details that make your stories come alive.” 

Bring your notebooks home, and try to collect details that will help you write your personal narratives especially well. Writers reach for the specific details that will help them develop their stories, the way Mellora, Juliana, and Khalid did, the way all of us do when we are aiming to write powerful stories. Tonight, when you are home, collect those details.

Homework 2-5-C

Collect Story Details By Making a Movie in Your Mind

Now that you’ve chosen your seed idea, one of the next things writers do is collect details that pertain to the story. Tonight for homework, you’ll think really hard about your seed idea and gather the specific details that will help you write your story well. It may help to jog your memory if you make a movie of the story in your mind. For example, say I’m writing the story of when I went snorkeling for the first time ever. I could write about these kinds of details in my writer’s notebook: 

· I could describe exactly how I felt, how I was so nervous that my stomach was cramped up the night before, how I cried silently in the motor boat as we headed toward the cove, how I couldn’t catch my breath at first underwater because I was so scared that water would go into my snorkel, how I clutched the hand of our guide so tightly underwater because I feared I’d float away.

· I could think about how the snorkeling looked, how the water was so crystal clear in all directions that I thought I could almost see the ocean bottom, how the fish zig-zagged, lurched, and seemed to skate under water, how the colors of the fish popped out at me under water.

· I could remember exactly how I felt when I came up the first time, how I was shaking a little but this time it was because I was thrilled, not scared, how I couldn’t wait to go under again by myself this time, how I couldn’t stop smiling because I just did something that was so scary me.

In order to write these details, I had to close my eyes, and put myself back in Venezuela, back in the motor boat, back in my bathing suit and snorkel, back under water. Try this tonight with your seed idea and see what true, exact details you remember.  

