Homework 2-11-A

Planning Revision with Story Arcs

Earlier today, when we looked at the story mountain of Peter’s Chair, I noticed that Keats built gradually toward the heart of the story. He showed a few events that made the trouble seem worse, before it resolved, and that helps build Peter’s feelings of jealousy, exclusion, and anger.

Right now, think back on the story mountain that you imagined for your own narratives, and compare it to the story mountain for Peter’s Chair. What’s missing from yours? What final revision could you do that would bolster the structure of your own narratives? Your time for making changes is almost up, so work fast and furiously.

Homework 2-11-B

Revising with Story Mountains

Today we learned about story structure by looking closely at a published book and then studying our own pieces. We called this structure a “story mountain,” or story arc, and you thought about the external and internal story mountains in your own narratives. You considered the rising action, the heart of the story, the trouble part, the desire part, the turning point, the resolution, and the emotional journey of your story as you reread your draft. 

Tonight for homework you’ll use your knowledge of story structure to help you revise your draft. Reread your piece while paying attention to the story structure and use that to help you figure out how to make your piece better. You may find a place where you’ll need to slow down the action a bit; you may find spots that need more internal thoughts; you may find that you’ve taken too long to get to the turning point. Make a planning box on the next blank page in your notebook and write down whatever you decide to do to revise your piece. Then start revising your draft according to your plan.

