Homework 2-3-A

Making and Using Topic Lists  

Writers, I love the feeling that your minds are bursting with stories, because this means that during writing time, you aren’t just thinking up stories, you are selecting the stories that you feel will especially work. Just to make sure you are brimming with possible stories, would you take some time tonight to gather a list of possible stories on a special page of your writer’s notebook? That way, if you ever finish an entry and, for a moment, can’t think of something to write about, you can always also draw from your very own well. Here are some more ideas that can help you find your own stories.

· Take a topic from your life: your hair, your glasses, your hobby, a pet, a relative, one part of school, your home. Make a timeline of things that have happened connected to that one topic. Choose one dot from one timeline, and write that story.

· Start free-writing a list, using a recurring phrase. It could be I remember, but be sure to remember very specific, sensory moments: “I remember the sound of the last bit of milk being sucked from my school milk cartoon.” “I remember standing at the edge of the mountain stream up to my ankles in freezing water.” “I remember putting my head inside my sleeping bag and trying to warm myself up with my breath.” 

· Alternatively, you could start with a more specific phrase such as “At my cousins, I . . . ” or “Sleep-overs mean . . . ” and then list different ways to complete it. After creating a list, reread what you have written, circle one item, and then begin to write this as a story.

“Writers, collect your lists in your writers’ notebooks, and from this day forward, you will always have more possible ideas than you need.” I added this to our chart.

Homework 2-3-B

Write a List of Story Ideas

One of the exciting things I’ve noticed lately during writing workshop is that your minds are starting to burst with ideas for stories to write. This tells me that you’re living like writers, noticing stories you could write from the nooks and crannies and moments of your lives. In fact, I bet lots of you have this sort of thought throughout the day: “Hey, I could write about that!” or “I need to remember this for writing time.”

It helps to keep a list of these story ideas in your writer’s notebook so that if you finish an entry during writing time, you can check your list to help you start a new entry. Or, when you’re home, you can look at your list of story ideas to help you get your writing going. The other great thing to know is that you can always add more things to the list! For tonight’s homework, your job is to go to the next blank page of your notebook and start a list of story ideas. 

Here are a few ideas for creating a story idea list:

List any stories you already have floating around your mind. Think about the times you’ve thought to yourself, “I ought to write about that!” or “This would be a good story to write” or “I wish I had my notebook right now!” Jot down a list of the topics that you’ve already considered writing about.

Take a topic from your life and make a timeline of things that have happened that are connected to the topic. Choose one dot from the timeline and write about that one story.

Start a free-writing list using a particular phrase over and over, such as “I remember” or “I couldn’t believe it when” or “At camp, I” or you can also invent your own phrase to use. One important thing to do is to make sure you’re using very specific, sensory-filled moments and try to list at least a few things for each phrase you choose. Here’s an example of what a list using a phrase might look like (of course, you’ll jot down your own stories!):

I remember the sound my grandma’s oven door makes when she opens it.

I remember riding in my uncle’s brand-new car when we went for a drive around the neighborhood, just him and me.

I remember falling asleep on my mom’s lap when I got sick at the family reunion picnic.

Think about a surprising teacher in your life and something you learned. It doesn’t have to be a school teacher or a school lesson. There are teachers all around us who teach us the most helpful, interesting, and important things. Your list might look like this:

My cousin Zoe taught me how to take a band-aid off without hurting my skin when she was babysitting me and my sister.

At camp, Zeke taught me how to skateboard in a half-pipe. 

My grandpa showed me how to whistle one morning when we took his dog for a walk.

Invent your own strategy for creating a list of story ideas!

Now pick one of the things off the list and start an entry!

