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Dear Families,

As you will have heard from the young writer in your home, we’ve published children’s writing and begun a second unit of study. You’ll be invited to the celebration that culminates this unit… expect to hear from us soon.

Meanwhile, I wanted to let you know what your child is doing and learning as a writer. You’ll see that your child is now carrying a writer’s notebook between home and school. Often there will be an assignment given in class, but on some nights, your child will be expected to make his or her own plans for writing at home. Sometimes your child might decide to write new entries, and other nights the youngster may be working on revising or editing a story. One way you can support your child at home is to check to make sure that writing is actually happening at home. You might do this by asking your child what he or she is working on as a writer. The writer’s notebook is the single most important writing tool your child will use this year, and it’s vital that it moves between home and school each day. Please remind your child to put it back into his or her book bag each day after he or she does homework. Help us be sure the notebooks travel between home and school each day!

We’re studying narrative craft. Your child will again be writing focused personal narratives, but this time we’re emphasizing the importance of craftsmanship and revision. Your child will study exemplar texts by other authors, notice the use of precise words and telling details, and your child will try to write likewise. Your child will say things like, “I notice that she uses flashbacks to help us really understand her feelings for her grandma.” Or “The lead to this story really hooked me because the way the author started with exciting action made me want to know what happened next.” 

Your child will also learn more about structuring stories so that his or her piece of writing engages a reader from start to finish. Once children understand story structure, they are able to do powerful things in their writing, such as build suspense or tension, create a sense of setting, or write about a character in a way that enables readers to feel like they know him. 

Besides the work of crafting strong writing, your child will also continue to learn important information about the mechanics of writing. We’ll continue our work on paragraphing, punctuation, and as always, spelling. 

Once again, thanks for your ongoing support, and as always, please contact me if you have any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,
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