Homework 2-2-A

Emulating Writers’ Lives

We can learn from authors’ texts, like we did yesterday, and we can also learn from studying authors’ lives. We can research how an author did whatever we are trying to do. For example, if we are trying to come up with story ideas, we can find out how certain authors came up with their own story ideas. Since you all are working on getting story ideas, I want to tell you about how two authors we know got their story ideas. Then, you’ll have a chance to write a planning box for the writing work you plan to do this evening.

When Cynthia Rylant was asked about how she gets her ideas, she said, “We are talking about art, thinking about art, and creating art every single day of one’s life. This is about going fishing as an artist, having relatives over for supper as an artist, and walking the aisles of Woolworth’s as an artist.” (1994) I think Rylant keeps a writer’s notebook, and often, as she lives her life, she opens the notebook and writes the story of catching a fish, shopping for slippers, or of other tiny little events that make up her life. It sounds like she collects ideas all the time; even when she is also doing other things, part of her mind is on writing.

Robert McCloskey, the author of Make Way for Ducklings, was in Boston in his car one time and the traffic stopped. “What’s going on?” he thought, wondering if there had been an accident or something. So he got out of his car to look, and walked ahead a few cars—and saw a long line of ducks crossing the highway. The traffic on all sides had stopped while each little duckling waddled along. McCloskey said to himself, “I could write a story about this! I could tell about the day I was driving in the traffic, then everything stopped, and I could tell about how I got out of my car and watched . . . ” That story became Make Way for Ducklings.

If these stories of Rylant’s and McCloskey’s lives have given any of you an idea for how you could live your life as a writer, please jot these ideas in your notebook.

I anticipate that some of you will write that, like Cynthia Rylant and Robert McCloskey, you could carry your writer’s notebooks with you, recording little things that happen in your life. I think you are ready to do just that. Many of you will probably notice that writers pause and pay attention to details that others might just walk past. We see ducks crossing the road and instead of just thinking, “Come on, come on! I’m in a hurry!” we get out of our cars and watch the line of ducks quacking across the street. In school tomorrow, we can perhaps add this idea to our Strategies for Generating Personal Narrative Writing chart: Carry your writers’ notebook with you, paying attention to details and thinking, “I could write a true story about this.”

You have lots of options, then, for ways to come up with personal narrative entries tonight and evermore. When you decide which of these strategies you want to use (and you can invent a new strategy instead of using one of these) record it in a planning box on the next blank page of your notebook and get started!

Homework 2-2-B

Emulating Writers’ Lives

We’ve been collecting a list of strategies for generating personal narrative writing to help us get our ideas on the page. So far, our strategy list looks like this:

Strategies for Generating Personal Narrative Writing

· Think of a subject (or a person, place, or thing) that matters to you, then list small moments you remember.

· Think of first times, last times, or times when you realized something important. Write about one of those moments.

· Carry your writer’s notebook with you, paying attention to details and thinking, “I could write a true story about this.”

Learning about how published authors live their lives can give us ideas about how to come up with story ideas. For example, we know that Cynthia Rylant probably carries her writer’s notebook with her all he time so she can write about the small events of her life, and we know that Robert McCloskey pays attention to the details that other people may not even notice. 

Tonight, you’ve taken home a published personal narrative. As you reread it, think about these questions: “How might the author have lived his or her life to get this story?” or “Where might this story idea have come from?” 

When you write at home tonight, choose one of these strategies on the chart or the strategy you think the author used to get the story you read, and jot it into a planning box on the next page in your notebook. Then write an entry (or two!) using the strategy you’ve selected. If you invent a strategy, be sure to share it with the class!

(If you’d like to stretch yourself as a writer, you could reread your last several entries to see which strategies you use most often. Then, pick one of the strategies that you don’t often use and try to write an entry using that strategy.) 

