L essons from Mentor Personal Narr atives

*  Writers often write about a seemingly small episode — yet it has big meaning for the
writer.

» Writers often tell the story in such away that the reader can actually experience it from
start to finish. It helpsto record exact words a character uses.

* Writers often convey strong feelings and they often show rather than tell about those
feelings.

* Writers often include two and sometimes three small moments so that there is a sense
that each story has a beginning, amiddle, and an end.
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Strategies for Generating Personal Narrative Writing

» Think of asubject (or aperson, place or thing) that matters to you, then list
small moments you remember. Choose one to sketch and then write the
accompanying story.

* Think of first times, last times, or times when you realized something
important. Write about one of those moments.

» Carry your writer’'s notebook with you, paying attention to details and
thinking,
“1 could write atrue story about this.”

* Think of astrong feeling, then list Small Moments stories pertaining to that
feeling. Choose one to write about.

» Think of the stories that your family tells and retells. Write about one of
those.

« Keep an ongoing list of story ideasin your writer’ s notebook.
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Questionsto Ask to Find Turning Points

» Firgt/last time you did something hard to do?

e First/last time you did something you now do every day?

» Firgt/last time with a person, an animal, a place, an activity?

* Timeyou realized something important about yourself or someone else?
* Timeyou realized a huge change in your life amost happened?
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When to Use Paragraphsin Narrative Writing

* New character comes along

* New event happens; new ideaisintroduced.
* New setting

* New person speaking

* Timemovesforward (or backward) alot
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Qualities of Good Personal Narrative Writing

« Writealittle seed story; don’t write all about a giant watermelon topic.
e Zoom in so you tell the most important parts of the story.
e Includetrue, exact details from the movie you have in mind.

» Stay inside your own point of view. Thiswill help you to write with true and exact
details.

* Make sure storiestell not just what happens, but also the response to what happens.
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Strategiesfor Learning from
Previous Writing

Reread old charts and think about strategies that have aready worked for us.

Reread old charts and think about strategies we have yet to try that might work.

Give ourselves self-assignments, writing things we plan to do in our notebooks.

Look back over old writing, noticing what we did in revision that we might do earlier.
Look back over old writing, noticing what made our writing strong that we want to

remember to do and noticing what got us in trouble that we want to avoid.
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Monitoring My Writing Process First Piece | Next Piece

Gather entries

Select and develop one seed idea

Write an entry about what you are
really trying to say

Storytell to rehearse for writing

Read published writing that resembles what |
want to write

Study published leads. Pay attention
to what the author did and how the author did it.
Let thisinfluence your own writing.

Draft leads — try action, dialogue, setting

Make atimeline

Choose paper, plan story on pages,
copy lead

Write draft with each part on a separate page

Reread and revise for clarity

Draft endings — try using action, dialogue,
images, or reminders
of thewhole

Revise and edit more now or decide to wait until
|ater, or not to revise
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